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Mexico’s Great Evils Veiled Behind a Censorship of Vengeance. |
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VILLA'S ARMY on the MARCH .

Self-Preservation Imposes Silence While
Murder, Looting and Graft Flourish

and Starvation

—

Stalks Abroad

By MARSHALL BOND.

{E almost compiets of
knowledge Iin the United Etatea

I of conditions prevalllng In

Meaxico to-day-—especlally northern
Mexico—would lead one to bellove that
the Rlo Grande-—that muddy stream
which ono can cross almost anywhere
in & hop, skip and a jump—exerted
mme potent charm on &ll news com-
ing from its southern side, deleting
everything of intereat and allowing
passage to mere nothingness, making
of Mexlco a “land of mystery."
Mexico Imposes no censorship. nor
does the Rio Grande present any dif-
ficulty 1o the passage of persons or in-
formation.

lack

The sllence surrounding Mexico lu"iﬂ)-
due primarily to a self-imposed cen- | hunhua

morship impelled by the most powerful
of motlves—self-Interest—and

Euard.
primera cloge are Lroken and i single
lamp 18 all that s avallable to mark
W@ spot in thie darkness Iif the journey
is not completod before night
Rall travel in northern Mexlco takes
place in daylight, barring accldents,
travel by night being too ;‘Isk‘}‘,
Travellers %o Armed,

The appearance of travellers has
changed with tha coaches. Those who
Journey In Mexico now bear tha look
of resigned necessity The men are
all armed. The ubsenre of cartridge
belt and pistol is as noticeahls as that

Yet | of collar or hat.

It was on such a traln I left Juarez
on the 20th of last September. Creep-
Ing up out of tha sand hills, ws came
to the floor of tho great elevated val-
that extends southward to Chi-
It was a sea of grass, still
green from the summer rains and

to no! well waterad, especially as one pro-

amil! degree to a continued association | ceeds mouth, by springs, Ingoons and

with a dramatic and tragic environ-
meant until {ts conditions have brought
chronlec boredom—as uninteresting a
toplo of conversation as poverty.

T™he reason for the self-imposed cen-
sorghip needs but explanation to be

understood. Thoss Americans now in |
Mexico and those coming and golng |

hava vital Interests which they find, as

well as their lives In soms Instances, |

are lsast endangered by the preserva-
tion of a discreet slience,

Therein lles the sole mystery which
hangs l'ke a curtaln along the Rlo
Grunde.

Pre-Revolutionary Days.

To appreciate ths condition of Mex-
ico to-day It is necesmary to revert for
a moment to the Mexico of pre-revalu-
tlonary days. Tha traveller in Mexico
durlng the Presldency of Forfirio Dinx
will remember, whether ha Journeyed
hy rall or by mule to the remotest
mountaln reglona, he found respect far
AW
any part of the United Htates. The
comforts by rall were quite on a par
with those In America, for many of
the traing were made up of Pullmans
which began Lthis Jjourney in wsome
inrge American city, lke Chicago or
Bt., Lou's, and went through to the
city of Mexico "without change.™

Parhaps the aingle comparison of
train service In the Diaz days and now
will do more to lllustrate the change
wt eond'tions etrikingly to tha mind
fann anything else, for It epltomlzes
basiness and soclal conditions In Mex-
Ieo to-day.

Those tralns of vestibuled Pullmans
with thelr expectant and care free pas-
pengers are but 4 memary.

From Juarez, opposite Fl| Taso,
whent not held back by report of ban-
d!ts having cut the road to the routh-
ward, & train pulls out eachh morning
for Chihuahua and Torreon. And such
a train!  Behind the engine a steel
ore car, loopholed and fllled by a tat-
terdemalion guard; a baggage and ex-
press car, théen a ramshackle segunda
olase coach, having bénches along each
side and In the eentre, then the pri-
merd clase—a dllapidated day coach
with oross seats s usual, but atrippsd
of all upholatery, thelr frames an white
and et enoun && the ribs of & skele-
ton. Behind this a Jine of freight cars
and mnother stee]l car and

and A security of person equal to |

streams. No finer cattle ranga lles
out of doors. But we never saw an
animal except A faw milch cows closely
herded about the statlons.

Before reaching Ortiz we passed the
spot where Villa bad held up a train
not long ago. He hud planned to dy-
namite it, but the explosion came &
few seconds late and Its effect was
merely to detacly tha Arst cines coach
ond leave it hehind, the rest of the
traln escaping., There were elghtesn
firet class passsngera in the coach.
They wera shot down one alter the
ather and their clothes and belongings
looted.

Ortlz 18 in the valley of the Conchas
River. IMfelds of corn flourished in Its
rich bottam landa. At the station men,
women and children passed along out-
side the cars selling m!ilk, halled ears
of corn, cheese, tortillas, tamales, en-
chilladas, frijoles and every other va-
riety of Mexican foond
we understand {1t was Incking, but the

food was palotable and hunger satls- |

| fving and, it sesmed, in  profusion,

| The immediate

| make n spring.”

impresslon was that
Mexico wis in no danger of starvation.
But the impreasion was as e€rroneous
ns the old one that “two wswallows
After two months In
Mexico T learned that many had dled
of starvation and the bulk of the popy
ulation was on the verge of It con-
stantly.

The crops of grain, like the herds of
catile, were the prey of the Villlstas,
as alsp the Carranzistas, with cholce,
if any, in favor of the formar.

and Americans long realdent in the
country that many of the Carranza
Genernls had grown rich from whole-
sale loot of crops mnd llve stock. The
General In chief for this northern zone
was repeatedly clted as an éxample of
such illegal profit. It was sald before
entering the army lie had been a lttle
photographer und was now rated a
multl-mllljonatre, that to a conflscated
haclenda In Zacatecas he had shipped
tradnloads of cattle he had selzed In
the north, and had even comman-
deered the wheat crops and shipped
them to Texas, leaving a starving snd
dejected population to live as best it
eould.

The w»econd night brought us to
Jimenez. We put up at the adobe ho-
tel across frem the station. As with
many Maxtean towns, Jimenes {8 about

Bome of the windows of thal

|
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GENERAL CARRANZA , =u
PRES/DENT of MEXICO.

An American Under Fire During Villa «
Raid Sees Mexican Treachery
and Weak Morale

| T was a prisoner. No explanation was
! offersd to my demand for one, except
“{ must see the General”™ Tn vain
I asked to msend word to a friend at
the hotel. What 1 was charged with.
pr how Jong I should be detalned, 1

«

form. He was mui brave now amnf
wore his cartridge belt and pistol. He
was telling his. companions that hg
| was used to fighting with maching
|guns, and the number of Villistas he
| had slaughtered with that weapon was

lennld not aurmise. appalling-—1f you belfaved it.
A crowd naw siurged In through the After breakfast he decided to go
entrancs, On all eidas T heard cried aver to Jimenez, and taking & singio
jof exhultation, “Un Viilista.” 1In the soliler as escort entered the little
eentie of (e crowd T beheld n HWIe aenm ear that rins betwesn the stae
thoy.  He il not look over twelve ““Efl-m and the town. When part way
{could not haye been over fourleefn. |thers the Villlstas returned. Two of
| His face 'U:-i* Frf:'ﬂ “'-f'-_“ f’-‘“}':' nlg}';.:l:. m held up the f‘l?.’. The malor's
¢lothes had been torn off and el carderly promptly killed one of them

| the remnants of o votton shirt agnlnst |4ng was himeel?! killed by the other,
| his body. Clotted bioad showed WIS | The muchine gun Aghter had an even
1he hal been wounded In the leg, “"-"I". ‘alk for Nls life, but he was n cow-
' though supported either =ide, |ard through and through e threw
walked with diffleul i I | 1. pistol nnd belt under the seat to
He had been with the Villlsta 10708 | qh00 peain almulate the innocent trave
in the fAght day before, Whetlier | e byt the telltale uniform bee
by forcs or-cholce I could not KNOW. i¢rivnd him and, he was killsd, as he
| His wound preventad his escaps aud|oophiv dogarved to be.
he lay in m fleld tweniy-four hours The lvcal troops had been resnforoed
before discovered. He way questionsd by troop treins of cavalry from Tor-
and then taken out and shot.  Wha I!l""-l., Desultory fighting lasted abous
ever feur 1 had for myself vanisied fe 0 yours and Villa withdrew. I saw
t slght of this ¢hild one of his troopers mounted on a little
The gallant young offiver T hail ﬁ:“‘t mule oo slow to get away led in front
asked for permission 10 enter !-n“‘:n:‘ tha Cuartel, He was queatloned,
Cuartel happened in. I'at onee de-yp o e o anewer, An offiver killed
manded to see the General and '.-Ii-““" with his pistol.
knaw swhy 1 was detal He treatsd When 1 !1::'-||':\'
mo with cold reserve, bt he was what | (oo e o e,

poilte

1ty and great

the

reached TParral I
1 had nn excal-

a mile from the rallway. We lewimed
that Villa had burned the Lridee be-

Cleanlinens an |

It was |
told me repeatedly by both Mexlcans |

tween Jimenez and Parrsl the day be-
fore, and as the latter plance was our
objective it was apparent that we
in for an lndefinite delay
| the longth of time necessary
palrs—and Villa.

wore
deprending on

for re-

Villa Attacks.

| It was & o'clock the next morning
when an old Mexican came around
knocking on every door regardless of
tha destinntion or plans of the occu-
pant to announce that the fren pura
el awr would leave nt & My Indignn-
|tlon was just vielding to slecp when

eharp rifle fire resounded outside In
Ithe street, It wus Immaodintely an-
awered by similar Aring frian the

|C'uartel next door and from the re-
|doubts and trenches at both ends of
|the street. Every now and then the
| purr of a machine gun scunded above
ithe rifles. There was no doubt about
[it  Villa was attacking. Would he
imuccead? And (f he did, what would
|he do to the three or four Americans
| lke myself? Hastlly dressing I da-
| scended Into the patio, Already the
| Mexican guests had foregatheéred there
lond were crouching in corners or
|against walls. A Mexican woman sat on
her valise hugging a baby to her bhraast.
I smiled by way of encouragemaont, but
‘she met it stonlly. The
equally reserved. It was at once Ap-
parent that each was playing his In-
-IdlvilJuni game, planning hls own part
and explanation
|get in, and fearing to cooperate or act
alngly in his own defence lest his ac-
tion should become ultimately Known
and his undoing. A band of aheep
oould not have been more supine,

Into this crowd came a Major of the
Federal army, crazged with fear. I haa
sean him the night hefore In the little
adobe restaurant with eartridge helt
and pistol, traculent and conaplicuous.
A repulsive looking man. He was a
paymaster just arrived with money for
the troops. He now excltedly and
shamelessly called far a suft of eit)-
gen’s clothes, as *“Villa would kill him
if he got in." The pistol and cartridge

A TOWN 1z NORTHERN MEXICO AFTER A RAID

belt had been hidden that their telltaie |

evidence might not ba used agalnst
him In amazement [ sceanned the
fuces about us Not one betrayad
elither surprise or dJlsgis Any act
however dlsgraceful, that might sgve
| one's life seemed not only proper but
w e Burely there can be little of
what we know s honor and public
opinion in Mexico, The standards of

L]

our clvillzatlon are Iacking, Some one!

uwecommodated the coward with a blue
perge suit, and thercidter Lie posed as
a "traveller ;

1f people would do nothing in thele!

Im\n protection, if they were incapabin

of Indignation at an officer (n
regular army acting the part of pol-
troom, what confidence could v placed
In the steadfaatneas of thelr soidiery 7

thelr |

One Instinctively judged the ntier by
tha ecivilians, and such logle wns not
| comlorting.

Awalting the Onicome. ‘

| should hold him off;

A lltde Mexican timidly approached |
me and sald In n low volos: "Ara you
afrald?* “What of 7" 1 anawered. “Of
ViHa,” he replied in surprise, “If the
Carranzistns hve any courage they
If they haven't
they won't,” was all the consolation I

| eould offer.

|
moen were

should the Villistas |

The nonchalance off thess words was |
pure blurf, I had completely lost con- |
fidence in the abllity of thess people
to defend themselves, Most of them
had armes in thelr rooms and we Amer-
lcana hadn't, and T was fearful, very
fearful, of the weeull. Escape or hid-
Ing was Impossible, We had to stay |
and face whatever happened. Tho lit-

Ilmyuu.: the railway track, hud punched | the aone of fire.

Acand of stinctively ||
all .\:1- 1 HNS =t '. S |;|-..<“:|-u:-1.n.trl 1ent aopportunity to see the difficulties
courteons the ‘-I'i‘ A%S || m' the Gen- | thoss Americans who still persisted in
{ s ey e lo tae n- 4
— it n ;1' 'H bt mot. inte K. for his mining worked under, and the courage
eral’s room, but not ! . . Clend fortitude they . displayed !n pope
by WVILLA. orderly sald he wis engaged, For twn § - y R EL ¥

inlsting in thelr work and which were

11613 . roond outglde that door walt-
hoire T :stood @ 2 required of them (n carrying it one

ng for the flrst opportun ty 10 enter
Through the open deor of the Gen-
eril'a antervom T saw the hody of a

listas had enterea some of the houses T iund eoolness, riding back and forth In

Always Heand for Flight.
I asked him if It was r

loophules through the adobe walls and | permissibhle for a stranger to enier deud Captain in dress uniform. (mn the One such ming was w -:I_-._-.i for
were sriiping. Home of the soldiers | the Cuartel. He reforred m» to his| '.iudm"! e v laft lav the body of the | ¥7ars with little or no profit. 1 e rise
cames in and climbed onto the roof | Colonel, and pointed out & tall, lr-‘JFii.-\ ‘!. l.-”m goon Rilled on the roof above ) Pras. ol aaiyek naw g %
wbove my room. Among them a boy |looking  personuge standing  near | “‘”_ ol giaadenly the gusmd weho | Profitable It was in charge of
not over Nfteen. Age, or lack of i, 18 Upon my request the Colonel looked | hid Llocks] 1y ogress beckoned me \ utg man in The \ rs who
noe bar in Mexico, It was but n short ' me over scrutinizingly and wllhuu'\‘anl told me [ was at [iberty to depart bl stuck ! . rongh  good
ltime Lefore this Doy was killed by o | comment walked with me to the en- | f‘kvl.“ll'l-i--' founf the Amerioan 1o whom ""."" ik i ;.T_‘- I'"'_I Lean
bullet through his temple, [trance and ordered the guard to ‘,,TT Had trind 4o sotid word of my pre- |ChHged to fee, but bBoth times Le und
L went out into the street to see mo pass. At the same tims he l"-\"‘!d‘-.'nn«-t A Mexitoan who had seen Il _-‘t"‘:‘ ':'l irned and toni l---_l""lr
I“.hu[ WwWas guing on there I was just an order, which 1 did not hear, to n‘ me with him about the Lotel had casu- thsls ut ths nl.l-.-‘ ,1.;..:71-;: t A l L]
{In time to see & (roop of cavalry golng | peity ofMicer, who accompanied me|aiiy meked him what 1 “wan in for’ [-'."5'-1.’-‘.1' for fiight \l.l:| .|. It 'I. of
into actlon. They were w ragged but | within, It was a welrd sight, and one | My friend, fortunately, was an ol Al ‘r' 4 horase, nni "““'\‘,”I't"‘lz
ploturesqus 1ot Soon several horses [T would not have missed. In th--: cealdent in Mexion, Knew evers I“_!l mn‘.!"-i P R_r"’ll. rifla by thelr
came back with empty saddles. A | patio women were cooking over Uttle| was well jtked mnd hell a4 responst eda 0 fight and not Olght should be
young officer who had led them was | fires for thelr soldier ralatives—for the position. His Influrnce secured my re- n "':.‘-'--*-H ¥
shot through the hand He ed o Mexican army has no commissariat, leass. : These ava '“: kil I.'.:“ pla .,”n.
handkerchiof around it and continued sich saldler buying his own food, and| Wa wniked over to Jmenes to saeo  TEATR O "'-"'\" nnlly referrs ‘ L "‘:
f1 #ervics the rest of the (i Nelther | hix women folk. who alwavs accom- | what had sprened there during t I:: titers of '..!‘ sico and the Mex!) L]
| he nor any of his countrymen thought  puny him, cooking it [mgnt, On the way we passsd an -7 have kept ”“. mmunity a Ve,
his act plucky They haven't sudy [ tractive looking Youre, with flowering | Their wages have Lesn the foie sup-
standards of courage or cowardice at Distressing Scenes. 11“‘“ y glimipsed through the doorway | port of a starving and pilfered populne-
all. i Boldiers were coming nnd golng and| A mother, her sister, two AaUR st When the influe truck tha
After nine hours Vilia withdrew and | all was astir. Glancing along the|and n baby had resided there. Their | ilace and carried o 1 fa pop-
camped a few miles out of town for |brick paved cloister to right and left | name wna Gonzales. The daughter,|'latlon of 8,000 they postod notices that
the night. He ambushed n body of |1 beheld the dead and wounded, the|the mother of the baby, had married #mployees and their families woild be
Carranzistas who were mmrohing in | former with candies burning by them,|a Carranzista officar who had been Eiven corn free I do not for one me-

. | . . 1 1" T P
thelr women folk crouching by and oc- | killed in battle some months sgo, Villa ment Infer that all thess peopls were

n A« y PO T s othy wrpose th
ecnslonally breaking into lamentation. | had formerly been on friendly h:Tlnujl-l Mex) ror any other | | 84 ’:- an
The wounded lay on the floor also, | with this fumily, but the marriage of | #nin. but 1 do assert that their efforts

from Parral to Jimenez, and, it was re.
portad, killed pome 400 of them. The
verifieation of these figures, especinlly
for a foreigner, From

wis lmpossihle

protected by a pingle blanket, writhing | the daughier to i Uarranziste onteer ‘. that end resulted in A. Ercater char-
those who escaped I hieard o frank ad- [ in pain or stoleally quiescent Con-| was an unpardonable offence, an (11 if charlty means helping peopla to
mission of n considerable loss splenous uncleanliness evervwhers, It | affrant t ohin: thot cilled foy reveng My who eould not 1 therwise
In front of the Cuartel the next was an  extraordinary  spectacle Whlle his tru i lieutenant Martin | than all the efforts of thosn exalted
morning lay twenty dead Villistas, armed barbaclsm, destructive as the | Lopez was leading the flght st the 't north of the Iilo Grands
thrown In a plie and later carted away | plague; Incapable of bringing order | meation Vi entered this prette houss eriticise and decry such legitimute
land burned. In age they ranged from | out of chnoa.  Intelligent direction Tt was mxid that with his own plstol ' gain ns explojtation,

grizzied old men to boye, The Cuarts)
was o one story brick bullding, pos-
sibly 200 fect square, surrcunding a|
patio probably 100 feet square, n]wn!

1o, that is not strong enough—honest | For the Mexicans themiselves 1 have
purpose was lacking.
Eyverybody, Mexicans and forelgners

alike, asserts that the last thing the

he Killed the entire family. baby and|
Wl Throwing them into a vehilcle, he [ the greatest pffectlon. They ars the
| ordered the uncle of the girl, who was | politest, moat patient people lmag-
roported 1o have witnessed the trugedy, fi:-.:\'..lr and thoes forelgners who have

tls man turned away and crossed the |to the sky, A brick floored covered  commuanders want is the destruction!to drive them o the cemetery, wher | AT¥ art in, or belleva in, mannern will
patio, A bullet struck him in the | clolster surrounded the patio An | of Villa. With Villa out of the way | they were interred in i shallow trench, ! find the practice of them will bring the
arm. FHe turned ghustly pale, gripped |arched opening was the entrance. | the army would be relatively dis- When wo arrived at the pinza coffins | reward of an even grealer courtesy
his wounded arm with the other hand | Above it was the sign “New York | bunded and the opportunity for graft|of three men who had bwen shot down | than they proffer, for the Mexican is
and seemingly’ oblivious to all about Hotel." The property formerly be- | would conse. No more commandeer- | the day befors wore belng carviad inta i born polite.  Villa sesms to me to ho &
him started for the Cuartel to sen the longed to a Chinaman who had been Ing of crope, no more seigure of 'I!\'ﬂl\‘l.n church for funerdl wervioes A | Flrang mAan gona Wrang. ITa hns
doctor, leaving a trall of blood behind. | murdercd. Soldlers passed in and oul, | stock or looting of sCANTY POAsAERlONS ancotirsn of peopls sat under |wonderful powers of leadersh,p, byt

The dector, T was afterward told, ' as did the townspeople I felt ropretext of searching for Vilia kade of troes of the pratey [the  cruelty and  suspleilon of the
was too drunk for service, 1 went to  glimpse within would be eminentiy | Jwot: no mors dictutlon e nr bribes plaza and thoridly watdhed the pro- | Ignorar He hins all hils life besn an
my roony to get a tablet to write down | warth while. | frony merchants over the s! ipment of | cesdings. lenemy of soclety, and when thore
my Iimpressions. Two bullets struck Accosting 4 young oMeer whom 1! fpaight or the holding back of the pay ! The next morong we hreakfustod | rhall pe evidently a man pittad against
beside the door and & third hit a post | hud seen the duy before acting s | of common soldlers. late. At the end of our talle sat the |him whe holds his own honor and

at the head of the stalrway as [ de-
seonded. Later I learned some Vil-

“officer of the day"” and who had con- | When T turned to go w soldier put|cowardly major, who had now ex-|that of his country abuio all clse Villa

ducted himself with great 'uu.nﬂll.'l’lup Lis rifle and bared my passage.|changed civillan clothes for his ual- |will perish,




